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Ricardo to lead vehicle platooning study for 
UK Department for Transport 
 

The UK Department for Transport has commissioned research 

to understand how platooning technology, which enables road 

vehicles to move as a group, might benefit UK business, the 

transport network, road safety and the environment 

 

Ricardo plc will lead a consortium comprising, TRL (Transport Research Laboratory), 

Ricardo AEA and Transport & Travel  Research Ltd (TTR). The feasibility study will 

investigate the issues faced by legislators, haulage companies, drivers of the vehicles 

in the platoon, trunk road network operators and other road users, to establish 

whether a road trial of a heavy goods vehicle platoon should be considered.  

“Ricardo is extremely pleased to be leading this feasibility study for the Department 

for Transport,” commented Michael Baker, chief engineer, technology and innovation. 

“We have been actively engaged in platooning research over a number of years with 

multiple international partners and see this emerging technology as offering 

significant benefits in both economic and environmental terms.  We look forward to 

working with TRL and TTR on this important UK focused feasibility study.” 

It is expected that the feasibility study will report back by the end of the financial year 

with a view to conducting a road trial in 2014. 

Ends 

 
  



 
 
 

 
RegisteredinEngland: 222915ShorehamTechnicalCentre, Old Shoreham Road, Shoreham-by-Sea,WestSussex,BN435FG,UK 

Ricardo plc 

Shoreham Technical Centre,  
Old Shoreham Road,  
Shoreham-by-Sea,  
West Sussex,  
BN43 5FG, UK 
 

NOTES TO EDITORS: 

 
Vehicle platooning: Grouping vehicles into platoons allows them to travel closer together 
thereby improving aerodynamic performance and providing more steady state traffic flow.  
This has the potential to lower fuel consumption (reduced carbon emission), improve network 
capacity and reduce traffic collisions. Platooning is achieved by electronically linking vehicles 
using GPS, wireless and radar-sensing systems.  The vehicles’ braking and acceleration are 
precisely matched and each vehicle in the platoon reacts automatically to the lead vehicle 
driver’s actions.  Each vehicle in the platoon would have a driver at all times. 
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, technology, 
project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing outstanding value 
through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low emission, class-leading 
product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With almost a century of delivering 
value through technology, our client list includes the world's major transportation original 
equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, energy companies, financial institutions 
and governments. Guided by our corporate values of respect, integrity, creativity & innovation 
and passion, we enable our customers to achieve sustainable growth and commercial 
success. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com. 
 
Ricardo-AEA is a new operating division of Ricardo plc comprising the former business of AEA 
Europe. The company has an exceptional breadth of capability in energy, environmental, 
sustainability, air quality, and waste management consultancy. With a total of approximately 400 
staff based in the UK, the company’s capabilities stand firmly on a rich and deep-rooted history 
and the experience gained from supporting governments and business-leaders around the world 
for over 40 years. For more information, visit www.ricardo-aea.com.  
 
TRL the UK’s Transport Research Laboratory, is recognised world-wide for transport innovation, 
evidential research and impartial advice. Commercially independent with over 80 years of 
knowledge and experience embedded in its history, TRL’s work is rooted in the traditional areas 
of road and vehicle safety, highway engineering and maintenance. Through the decades, 
however, our knowledge has expanded to encompass so many other facets that shape and form 
today’s transport decisions: sustainability, attitudes and behaviours, simulation and modelling, 
climate change, engineering, product development, standards and specifications. TRL’s work in 
the area of autonomy including human factors and simulation, automation safety, network 
modelling and infrastructure provides a holistic view to the successful introduction of autonomous 
vehicles.  www.trl.co.uk.   

TTR (Transport & Travel Research Ltd) is an established and trusted consultancy company 
specialising in the field of transport policy research. TTR takes pride in working closely with our 
clients to understand the impact of innovative transport policies and measures on travel 
behaviour and attitudes, on energy consumption and the environment, and on social issues.  
Since the company was formed in 1991 we have built a reputation for thoroughness, original 
thought and value for money. With offices in the UK, and links with public and private sector 
organisations throughout Europe, we are able to offer a unique service building on our knowledge 
of the state of the art in the transport sector from both the UK and European Union.  www.ttr.com 
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